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“Novum Testamentum Graece seeks to provide the reader with

the critical appreciation of the whole textual tradition... It should
naturally be understood that this text is a working text (in the sense
of the century-long Nestle tradition); it is not to be considered as
definitive, but as a stimulus to further efforts towards redefining

and verifying the text of the New Testament”.
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“This text was agreed by a committee. When they disagreed on

the best reading to print, they voted. Evidently, they agreed either
by a majority or unanimously that their text was the best available.
Butit does not follow that they believed their text to be ‘original’. On
the whole, the textual critics have always been reluctant to claim
so much. Other users of the Greek New Testament accord them too

much honour in treating the text as definitive”.
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“A ‘committee text’ of this kind is occasionally regarded as

problematical, and at times it may be so. In a number of instances
it represents a compromise, for none of the editors can claim a

perfect acceptance record of all recommendations offered”.
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“The letter A signifies that the text is virtually certain, while B

indicates that there is some degree of doubt. The letter C means
that there is a considerable degree of doubt whether the text or the
apparatus contains the superior reading, while D shows that there

is a very high degree of doubt”...
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“Their central task is to research the textual history of the New

Testament and to reconstruct its Greek initial text on the basis of
the entire manuscript tradition, the early translations and patristic
citations. Foremost among the results of this research is the
ongoing publication of the Editio Critica Maior. The Institute



produces several more editions and a variety of tools for NT
scholarship, including the concise editions known as the Nestle-
Aland Novum Testamentum Graece and the UBS Greek New

Testament’.
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